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SAVE THESE 

DATES! 
MondaysðPortion of the 

Portion 

 

03/07ðTorah Teens   

visit the Animal Shelter 

 

03/15ð 7:30pmðRosh 

Chodesh Nisan Meeting 

 

03/19ï 6:30pmðShabbat 

Service and Dinner 

 

I have always said that we never think the holidays come on time. They 
always come too early, or sooooo lateé This year, Pesach starts in March! 
Yes, the first Seder is on Monday, March 29th. 
 
Although we will be in Israel this year, we would like to 
share with you some thoughts that might help make your     
Seder more meaningful. When you sit down for the Seder,  
keep in mind that the food we are so fond of  is there for 
a specific purpose. And it is not only the ones which we 
bring up every year: the charoset reminds us of the    
mortar used to make bricks; the salt water of the tears of the Children of 
Israel; the maror of the bitterness we tasted in our lives as slaves, etc. On 
top of those, there is an educational and historical purpose. These      
symbols and stories must become part of our personal history. Stories 
about older relatives, comments they used to make at the Seder, specific 
parts they liked best, are all sources of family history that we must carry 
into the future. They need to be passed down to the next generations, 
just as we remind all those sitting around the table of our journey from    
slavery to freedom. Only by anchoring our past can we ensure our future. 
 
But at the same time, create new family rituals! For example, prepare a 
different recipe of charoset every year.  Give an afikoman bag to every 
child and have them hide the matzah for you to search for! The best   
hidden afikoman is the one who gets the best reward.  Make the Seder 
lively and relevant to adults and children ð there must be something in it 
for every generation.  
 
There are many haggadot with transliterations, with different           
translations, and with alternative readings. Look for one that speaks to 
you and your family.  
 
Let us know if there is any specific question you have, or if you need help 
planning your Seder. If you do not have a place to go for the sedarim, we 
will do our best to pair you up with another family. Women may join our 
Rosh Chodesh meeting (see page 2) and learn aspects of the spiritual          
preparation for Pesach.  Whatever we can do to help, 
count on us! 

We want all of you to have a  
joyful and meaningful holiday! 

PESACH IS SO EARLY THIS YEAR!  



We have all heard or even experienced  the crazy routine of cleaning the entire house in 
order to get ready for Pesach. Getting rid of the chametz in our homes can be a   
daunting endeavor if one really decides to remove every little crumb! But we must ask 
ourselvesñis there more to this than the naked eye can see? Is G-d really concerned only 
with the leavened items in our homes? Or is there a spiritual meaning to all this     
mishigas?! 

 
On Passover, we embark on an inner òhouse cleaningó, in order to really experience freedom from 
our own internal bondage. What is the internal yeast we are trying to remove from our lives?  
 
Join us for an uplifting discussion on how to get rid of those things that bring negativity into our lives, 
in order to truly achieve a state of freedom! Save the date: Monday, March 15th, at 7:30pm! 
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To Barbara and Marvin Fellner for their donation in memory of Mollie Backhaut on 
the marking of her yahrtzeit, May Mollieõs memory continue to inspire all whose lives 
she touched. 

THANK YOU!  

ROSH CHODESH NISAN  

HIGH HOLY DAYS AT THE FAMILY CHAVURAH  

Believe it or not, we are starting to plan our High Holy Day Services. This year, the first 
night of Rosh HaShanah falls out on Wednesday, September 8th, and the two  
days are Thursday, September 9th and Friday, September 10th. Yom  Kippur 
is on Friday, September 17th at night (Kol Nidrei) and on Saturday,           

September 18th. We will soon be sending out more information on location and specifics, 
but please make sure to mark your calendars!  

CONGRATULATIONS!!!  

We are very proud of Max and Rachelle Benaroch who received superior ratings at the 
county level in the Florida Federation of Music Teachers Music Festival.  Max competed in 
the categories of piano solo and piano accompaniment and Rachelle in the categories of 
cello solo, cello/violin duet, string trio and string quartet.  The ratings they received qualify 
them to participate in the state level Federation competition in Jacksonville in 
May.  Last year, Max took home a first prize trophy in piano accompaniment 
but this is Rachelle's first year. We extend  a Mazal Tov to the entire Benaroch 
family and wish them success with the state level!!! 



PURIM AT THE FAMILY CHAVURAH  

Purim at the Family Chavurah began with a nice Havdalah ceremony. Mishloach 
Manot, gifts of foods given to friends on Purim, were given out to those who       
attended. What a fun time we had getting together for Havdalah and then going 
to the reading of the Megillah as a group! Some of us dressed up, others came like 
themselves, but we all had a great time. We hope that we may always celebrate 
together! 
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